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AFTERNOON SHOWERS 


onus! 


Low: 48 

70% chance 

of rain 

Sunday: Cloudy, 54/43 
Monday: Sunny, 57/32 
Tuesday: Sunny, 60/39 
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LIVING, D1 


HOW CANCER CRUSADE HAS 
SHAPED COOKIE BUSINESS 


CIVILRIGHTS SUIT 


SPORTS, Cl 


WHY BRAVES OFFICIAL IS 
STEPPING ASIDE AS ADVISER 


Judge reviews lawsuit 
of former fire chief 


Former Atlanta Fire Chief Kelvin Cochran speaks to members of 


\ à 
the press after his hearing at Richard B. 


Russell Federal Building on Friday. Cochran filed a federal civil rights lawsuit against Mayor Kasim Reed 
and the city, saying he was terminated in 2015 because of his religion. HYOSUB SHIN / HSHIN@AJC.COM 


His book calls non-Christian, gay men ‘naked’ 


By Arielle Kass 
akass@ajc.com 


A federal judge on Friday had 
questions about why Mayor Kasim 
Reed dismissed Atlanta’s fire chief 
in 2015, asking attorneys repre- 
senting the city if the decision was 
based primarily on the contents 
of the chief’s controversial book 
or his insubordination. 

Fire chief Kelvin Cochran was 
terminated after he wrote and 
distributed a book that some 
considered anti-gay. In response, 
the chief filed a civil rights suit 
arguing religious discrimination. 
The city of Atlanta says the dis- 
missal had nothing to do with the 
book’s content and that Cochran 
was fired for not following city 
policy that calls for getting prior 
approval of the work. He then 
defied Reed when he spoke out 
during a suspension he was given 
as punishment, even though he 
was told not to, an attorney for 
the city said. 

Friday, U.S. District Judge Leigh 


THE STORY SOFAR 
Previously: Atlanta fire 
chief Kelvin Cochran was 
dismissed in 2015 after 
he wrote abook that some 
considered anti-gay. 

The latest: A judge heard 
arguments in Cochran’s 
civil rights lawsuit alleging 
religious discrimination. 
What’s next: The judge 
says she likely will come to 
a decision next month, and 
issues she cannot resolve 
could end upin ajury trial. 


May asked attorneys if Cochran 
would have been dismissed had he 
written a book about golf instead. 

“There would have been dis- 
cipline imposed,” said Kathryn 
Hinton, an attorney represent- 
ing the city. “I believe the con- 
tent itself was not the ultimate 
reason.” 

There are several questions May 


DOCUMENTARY PREMIERE 


Atlantans react to ‘Maynard’ the man 


Documentary reflects 
personal, political 
drama of era. 


By Jennifer Brett 
jobrett@ajc.com 


NEW YORK — Even after Maynard 
Jackson was no longer Atlanta’s 
mayor, he maintained an active 
role in the city he transformed. 
On his way out after serving three 
terms, Jackson invited his friend 
the Rev. Al Sharpton to come 


down for a visit. 

“I got there and there were 
police there. I said, ‘Oh God, what 
did I do now?’” Sharpton said with 
a chuckle. “He said, ‘Follow me!’ 
He shut me in a room with Shir- 
ley Franklin, who had become 
the new mayor. He said, ‘You guys 
need to know each other.’” 

Sharpton was interviewed for 
“Maynard,” the documentary 
about Jackson that premiered 
here at the DOC NYC film festi- 
val on Thursday. Afterward, he 
expressed his thoughts about both 


will have to weigh in the federal 
suit, which pits religious liberty 
and freedom of speech against 
the government’s right to main- 
tain a comfortable work envi- 
ronment. She can decide all or 
some of the issues, and said she 
will likely come to a decision next 
month. May said there is a good 
chance there will be a jury trial 
in the spring on whatever issues 
she cannot resolve. 

Cochran first published his 
book, “Who Told You That You 
Are Naked,” in 2013. He said it 
was geared toward Christian 
men for Bible study and was 
intended to help them use reli- 
gion to become better husbands 
and fathers. It describes those 
who are gay, not Christian or 
having extra-marital sex, among 
others, as the “naked.” 

“He compares them to mur- 
derers, rapists and pedophiles,” 
said David Gevertz, an attorney 
for the city of Atlanta. 


Ex-fire chief continued on A6 


the man and the movie. 

“You never really felt you were 
watching a documentary,” said 
Sharpton, who shared screen time 
with notables including former 
President Bill Clinton, former 
Atlanta Mayors Sam Massell, Andy 
Young, Shirley Franklin and Bill 
Campbell, and current Mayor 
Kasim Reed. “It was like watch- 
ing a drama.” 

The film, which producers 
intend to take on the festival circuit 


Maynard continued on A4 


METRO, B1 


VOTES RECOUNTED 
FOR COUNCIL SEAT 


ATLANTA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


17 APS police 
officers admi 
to cheating 


Dispatcher allegedly 
supplied answers to 
multiple-choice exam. 


By Vanessa McCray 
vanessa.mccray@ajc.com 


Atlanta Public Schools is deal- 
ing with another cheating inves- 
tigation. A quarter of the police 
officers in the district’s recently 
sworn-in force admitted receiv- 
ing answers on a state-adminis- 
tered test. 

Disciplinary proceedings are 
coming for at least 18 employ- 
ees. One dispatcher allegedly fed 
answers to 17 officers while they 
took the open-book, 30-question, 
multiple-choice exam. 

Police Chief Ronald Applin said 
punishment could range from a 
written reprimand to dismissal. 


HEALTH CARE 


APS also sent findings of an 
investigation it authorized to the 
Fulton County District Attorney’s 
Office, which would determine 
if the cheating should be prose- 
cuted as a crime. 

“Integrity is what we’re all 
about. We want to make sure ... 
that we can be trusted,” Applin 
said. “When you betray that trust 
it makes things difficult all the way 
around. Our officers are good offi- 
cers who made some bad deci- 
sions.” 

Atlanta school officials have 
assured the public in recent years 
they are working to change the 
culture that fostered a cheating 
conspiracy in which teachers 
corrected student answers on 
standardized tests. Eleven APS 
teachers and administrators were 


Police continued on A6 


VA explores merger 
with Pentagon health 


Veterans groups say 
they weren’t consulted 
about the proposal. 


By Hope Yen 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — As part ofits effort 
to expand private health care, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs is 
exploring the possibility of merg- 
ing its health system with the Pen- 
tagon’s, a cost-saving measure 
that veterans groups say could 
threaten the viability of VA hos- 
pitals and clinics. 

VA spokesman Curt Cashour 
called the plan a potential “game- 
changer” that would “provide bet- 
ter care for veterans at a lower 
cost to taxpayers,” but he pro- 
vided no specific details. 

Griffin Anderson, aspokesman 


Former Atlanta Mayor Maynard 
Jackson is the subject of a 
documentary that was shown 
in New York. 


for the Democrats on the House 
Veterans Affairs Committee, said 
the proposal — developed with- 
out input from Congress — would 
amount to a merger of the VA’s 
Choice and the military’s TRI- 
CARE private health care pro- 
grams. Committee Democrats 
independently confirmed the 
discussions involved TRICARE. 
News of the plan stirred alarm 
from veterans groups, who said 
they had not been consulted, even 
as VA urges a long-term legisla- 
tive fix for Choice by year’s end. 
“Today, we see evidence that 
the Trump administration is qui- 
etly planning to dismantle vet- 
erans’ health care,” said House 
Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, 
D-Calif. “House Democrats will 
fight tooth and nail against any 


VA continued on A8 


NATION & WORLD, A2 
Jesse Jackson has 
Parkinson’s disease 


The civil rights leader, 76, sought 
medical testing after finding it 
“increasingly difficult to perform 
routine tasks” in recent years. 
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